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TO OUR READERS

The present volume is one of the first issues of Studia Asiatica and
Archaeus to be co-edited by the Romanian Association for the History of
Religions (RAHR) and the Institute for the History of Religions of the Romanian
Academy, founded in 2008. With it we have prepared a complementary volume
(Studia Asiatica VIL.2 [2006]-VIII [2007]), while volume IX (2008) is to be
published as Proceedings of a colloquium co-organised in Paris in 2005, about the
history of Asian studies in Europe.! Three volumes of Proceedings of the
International Congress of the History of Religions, held in September 2006 in
Bucharest, have been published or are in the course of publication in Archaeus.
Studies in the History of Religions (XI-XII [2007-2008], XIII [2009] and XIV
[2010]). Together with them shall be issued the proceedings of Asian religions
panels of the Congress organised by the RAHR under the auspices of the EASR
and the IAHR, containing a volume dedicated to Indian religions and Buddhist
studies (edited by E. Ciurtin), and another dedicated to Iranian religions (edited by
Mihaela Timus), as the Institute itself includes a Department of Indian and Iranian
Religions.

Studia Asiatica X (2009), the issuing of which has for the first time in
its history been endorsed by Romanian public institutions, contains the ten
contributions of eight researchers coming from Germany, Italy, Japan, the
Philippines, United States, and Romania. Interested in a religiously articulated
entomology, lonut Daniel Bancild (Berlin) discusses, against a comparative
backdrop, the range of issues raised by generatio spontanaea and by the position
of insects and other creatures considered pernicious by Manichaeism. Anna
Caiozzo (Paris) analyses a rare illustrated manuscript of the Timurid age (in the
possession of the Bibliothéque nationale, Paris), which describes a mi raj nameh
at the crossroads between Islamo-Iranian, Judaic, and Christian apocalyptics. The
Indian section of the volume puts forth one contribution on the history of
Buddhist earthquakes (E. Ciurtin). Those who are familiar with the motif called,
with reference to Sanskrit literature, “the whiteness of laughter” (Minoru Hara;
see p. 93 in this volume) may possibly be taken by surprise, yet will undoubtedly
be comforted by the ethnographical, historical and anthropological study of
Thomas J. Zumbroich (Austin, TX) and Analyn Salvador-Amores (Baguio), about

' E. CIURTIN, Ziva VESEL, Leili ANVAR, Pascale LAVAGNE, and Mihaela TIMUS,
Orientalismes et espaces culturels. Monde anglophone. Europe centrale et
orientale. Actes de la table ronde organisée par le GDRI “Les mondes lettrés”
(CNRS), ACI TTT 014 “Les savoirs de la réflexivit¢” and UMR 7528 (CNRS-
Paris III-EPHE-INaLCO) “Mondes iranien et indien”, Paris, 7-8 octobre 2005,
Cahiers de la Société Asiatique, n.s. vol. VI & Studia Asiatica 1X, Louvain-Paris,
Editions Peeters (forthcoming 2010).
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the blackening of teeth in the Philippines, another incursion that our periodical
makes towards Southeast Asian world. Ionut Bancild returns with an overview of
the Christian literature translated and preserved in Sogdian, assessing sources,
editions and commentaries too often ignored both in the history of Christianity
and in that of Central Asian religions. Two contributions by Daniela Dumbrava
(Rome) reopen for discussion, with new sources and innovating demonstrations,
the superabundant world of Nicolae Milescu’s presence in Asia (as he was
recently commemorated on his tricentennial). This time, she insists especially on
the year 1675, the starting year of Milescu’s mission to Pekin, as well as on his
association, virtually unknown or vastly neglected by Romanian historians, with
Johan Gabriel Sparwenfeld. Andrei Oisteanu (Bucharest) continue the incursion
into the manifold modernity of Europe’s connections with Asia. Not without a
return to Milescu, he opens an enthralling, complicated and necessary file,” that of
the connections of certain travellers into Asia of Romanian origin or from
Romanian territories with narcotic and hallucinogenic substances, studied from a
perspective that includes ethnography, medicine, pharmacy, history of mentalities
and history of religions. In a review article, Joseph O’Leary (Tokyo) rediscusses
the relation between wisdom and compassion in Mahayana Buddhism, starting
from Ludovic Viévard’s contribution (on which see also Studia Asiatica 3 [2002]:
189-202).

It is only befitting to reiterate here our thanks addressed to all those that
have stood behind our project, especially to Prof. Andrei Plesu, to Ionut Bancila
and Daniela Dumbrava, as well as to a certain friend who, in his generosity, has
surrounded himself with an extreme discretion.

On April 4™ 2007 Arion Rosu departed from us: a few lines written in
his memory are a more than appropriate presence in the periodical that would not
have been born without his example, support, and friendship.

E. Ciurtin
Bucharest, November 17, 2009

% Otherwise, as Madeleine Biardeau once mentioned, “dans quelques décennies on
ne verra dans 1’étude de Wasson [Soma, Divine Mushroom of Immortality. Etno-
mycological Studies, New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1968] qu’un témoin
de la grande époque du LSD” (11J 20 [1978]: 262).



